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January 2026

•Specıes

SNOW LEOPARD
KARAKORAM HIGHWAY AND 

INDUS RIVER, PAKISTAN
Rare and elusive, this big cat has evolved to survive in its remote, steep, 
rugged Himalayan habitat. It has a powerful body and can leap six times 
the length of its body. Wide, fur-covered feet help Snow Leopards walk 
on deep snow and a thick grey-white rosetted coat provides excellent 
camouflage. Thier habitat range covers the mountainous regions of 12 

countries across Asia, but this is becoming increasingly fragmented due 
to human settlement and grazing space. Hunting for the illegal fur trade 

and in retaliation for killing livestock has made them endangered.
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February 2026
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February 2026

•Specıes

HAWKSBILL TURTLE
KOMODO NATIONAL PARK 

RINCA, INDONESIA
Hawksbill Turtles feed mainly on sponges, extracting them from 
crevices on the reef using their narrow, pointed beaks. This helps 

maintain the health of reefs, giving better access for fish to feed. The 
female lays a clutch of about 140 eggs in a hole in the sand. Found in 
tropical oceans, mostly in coral reefs, they are critically endangered 

due to illegal trade in their shells. Their beautifully marbled shell 
makes them a valuable target for the decorative ‘tortoiseshell’ market. 

Entanglement in fishing nets and hooks is another threat.
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March 2026

•Specıes

KOALA
EUCALYPT FOREST, SOUTHEAST AUSTRALIA
These endearing furry marsupials have adapted to life in the trees, 

with a curved spine so they can sit and sleep in the crooks of branches, 
and strong teeth to bite and chew eucalyptus leaves, their staple diet. 

The joey grows in the mother’s pouch for six months. Historically, 
Koalas were heavily hunted for their fur, leading to a big population 

decline in the 1900s. Although no longer hunted, they now face 
increasing threats such as deforestation for agricultural and urban 

developments, deadly disease, traffic strikes, and dog attacks.
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April 2026

•Specıes

AFRICAN PENGUIN
BOULDERS BEACH, CAPE PENINSULA

SOUTH AFRICA
This is the only penguin species on the African continent, with a robust 

body with black and white markings unique to each bird. Also called the 
Jackass Penguin due to its braying call, it can stay underwater for two 

and a half minutes and dive to a depth of 60m for fish. Its rapid decline 
is caused by environmental changes in the Indian Ocean, and threats 
such as overfishing, oil spillages, collection of eggs and of the guano 

that protects its burrows. Populations have diminished drastically and it 
is threatened with extinction if steps are not taken to conserve it.
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Bank Holiday

Wk 22
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30 Sat

31 Sun

May 2026

•Specıes

ROLOWAY MONKEY
BOTI FALLS, BOTI FOREST RESERVE, GHANA

Roloway Monkeys have unique colour patterns that help them recognise 
each other. Males are bigger, with long white beards to make them 

more attractive to mates. They communicate the location of food when 
foraging through the rainforest by chuckles, croaks and yells. However, 
this can also make it easier for poachers to find them. They are critically 

endangered as they cannot adapt to increasing deforestation – the 
felling of hardwood trees, and the cultivation of cocoa and palm oil. 

Hunting for the bushmeat and fur industries are other threats.
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22 Mon Wk 26
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June 2026

•Specıes

SUMATRAN ELEPHANT
BUKIT LAWANG, SUMATRA, INDONESIA

Sumatran Elephants are smaller than African Elephants and not all have 
tusks. They feed on a variety of plants and deposit seeds wherever they 

go, contributing to a healthy forest ecosystem. These elephants have 
a critically endangered status – they face habitat loss through a high 
rate of deforestation due to paper and pulp industries, and palm oil 

plantations. Although the hunting of elephants was banned in Indonesia 
in 1931, and with them protected under Indonesian law, poaching 

nonetheless remains a considerable conservation threat. 
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July 2026

•Specıes

WHOOPING CRANE
ARANSAS WILDLIFE REFUGE, TEXAS, USA

The tallest bird in North America, with a red crown and a long, dark, 
pointed bill, is named after its whooping call, especially during 

courtship. It prefers wetland habitats with many aquatic plants, nesting 
on the ground in a raised area on a marsh, laying 1–2 eggs. Whooping 

Cranes are endangered because of habitat loss due to wetland drainage. 
Lack of food is also a problem as they feed on crustaceans such as the 

blue crab, which are depleted by the effects of climate change. They also 
face threats during migration due to collisions with power lines.
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24 Mon Wk 35
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August 2026

•Specıes

RED PANDA
ANNAPURNA CONSERVATION AREA

 MANANG DISTRICT, NEPAL
Quite small, with thick russet fur, Red Pandas stay mostly in the trees, 
using their long, bushy tails for balance and to cover themselves in the 

cold of their Eastern Himalayas habitat. Agile climbers, they feed mostly 
on bamboo shoots and leaves, and forage for roots, fruits and insects. 
Due to forest clearance, their nesting trees and bamboo food source 
are being lost, and populations have declined. They are endangered 

as they occupy a very narrow temperature range in their habitat.                        
As temperatures rise, they need to move to higher elevations to adapt.
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16 Wed

17 Thu
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September 2026

•Specıes

IBERIAN LYNX
NATURE PARK LOS ALCORNOCALES 

ALGECIRAS, SPAIN
The Iberian Lynx, with a tawny spotted coat and ‘bearded’ face, and 
prominent ear tufts, long legs and a short, black-tipped tail, is native 

to the Iberian Peninsula, where it preys exclusively on rabbits. It is 
the world’s most endangered feline due to fragmented populations, a 
diminishing food base, and habitat loss caused by road building and 

vehicle strikes. Hunting and trapping in the past, for its valuable fur and 
meat, put it on the verge of extinction; however, since 2002, it has been 

reintroduced. It now has legal protection, so numbers are increasing.
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7 Wed
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British Summertime ends

26 Mon
Bank Holiday (Eire)
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27 Tue

28 Wed

29 Thu

30 Fri

31 Sat

October 2026

•Specıes

BLACK RHINOCEROS
KGALAGADI TRANSFRONTIER PARK, BOTSWANA

Not black but grey or brown, with two horns, these generally solitary 
pachyderms inhabit grassland and forests, never far from a water 

source in which to cool themselves down by wallowing in mud or water. 
Classed as critically endangered, their numbers fell drastically between 
1970 and 1992, when poaching and hunting killed off 96% of Africa’s 

Black Rhino. Their two horns make them a lucrative target for poachers 
because of the demand for rhino horn, a prized ingredient in traditional 
Chinese medicine, and hundreds are still illegally slaughtered each year.  
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November 2026
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23 Mon Wk 48

24 Tue
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29 Sun

30 Mon
St Andrew’s Day (Scotland)

Wk 49

November 2026

•Specıes

 COZUMEL RACCOON
COZUMEL ISLAND, MEXICO

The Cozumel Raccoon – also called the Pygmy or Dwarf Raccoon – is 
a critically endangered species native only to Cozumel Island, on the 
Yucatan Peninsula. These small raccoons are nocturnal and generally 
solitary. Their hind feet can rotate up to 180°, which enables them to 
climb trees easily. They mostly inhabit mangrove forests and sandy 

coastal wetlands in the north-west tip of the island. This restricted range 
and a small population is a threat to their survival. The development of 

Cozumel Island, due to the tourism industry, has led to habitat loss.
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December 2026
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Christmas Day

26 Sat
Boxing Day

27 Sun

28 Mon 
Bank Holiday
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29 Tue

30 Wed

31 Thu

December 2026

•Specıes

WESTERN LOWLAND GORILLA
BAI HOKOU, DZANGA SANGHA RESERVE, 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
Western Lowland Gorillas are slightly smaller than other gorilla 

subspecies, with wider skulls, more pronounced brow ridges and smaller 
ears. The exact number is not known because they inhabit some of the 

most dense and remote rainforests in Africa. Significant populations still 
exist, including in isolated swamps and the remote swampy forests of 
the Congo Basin. However, because of poaching and disease, numbers 

have declined by more than 60% over the last 20–25 years. Gorillas are 
the largest living primates, 95–99% genetically identical to humans.
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